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“Every important Village had a permanent institution of its
own, which was known by the name of Sabha (Rv. VI, 28, 6; VIII.
4, 9;x. 34, 6). The Sabha had a house or hall of its own, where
the elders and all respectable persons, whether young or old,
regularly met not only to talk on important village topics, like

cows and probably cultivation, rain or crops (Rv. VI. 21, 6.) but
also to while away their idle time in dice-playing. The Sabha thus

1. ¢l “Rigvedic Culture by Das Hindu Polity by
Jayaswal;x:vudl : Rayachaudhari, The Evolution of Indian
Polity Shama Shastri.
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assumed the character of an assembly as well as a club......... It
was a meeting-place for social intercourse and also for debates
and verbal contests, when young and old, excepting perhaps
women, attended its sitting. According to Ludwig the Sabha was
an assembly not of all the people but of the Brahmanas and
Maghavans rich patrous).”

“ As questions of election and banishment of Kings and of
restoration of banished Kings were discussed in the assembly
it is doubtful whether Kings attended it or not. if it were a rule
that the King should attend it, It would follow that he attended it
as its head to preside over its deliberations. But as questions of
election and restoration of a king cropped up as subjects of dis-
cussion only when there was no king in the kingdom some one
else, a distinguished priest or a noble, might volunteer himself
as its president for the time being.”3
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T YT SYUfasT ar W 1l
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2. Rigvedic Culture by Das, P. 325-27.

3. The Evolution of Indian Polity by Shama Shastri,
P. 77-79
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“The early Aryans were divided into numerous clans and
tribes. The early name of a clan g®tra () which
etymologically means “a place for the protection of cows.” My
conjecture is that those families that possessed a common place
for the protection of cows. i.e. a common cow-stall belonged
to the samgotra. We must remember that in the nomadic and
even a later stage of Aryan civilisation, cattle formed the
principal property of the people. A man was considered rich or
poor according to the number of cattle he possessed. It was not
possible for every family to erect a strong barricade or enclosure
for the protection of cows at night from the attacks of wild
beasts like wolves, hyenas, &c., or from robbers (Rv. vi 28, 3.
7), and make adequate arrangements for guarding it. So a group
of families entered into an agreement or mutual understanding
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with one another to erect a common enclosure or stall for their
cattle and guard it against wolves and robbers at night. There
was a leader among them, who took the initiative in the matter,
and issued necessary directions to all. This man was called the
gotra-patior lord of thegotra or cattle-enclosure, and all the
families that shared the same enclosure and acted under the
direction of their common leader belonged to the sgote.

It was essential and a matter of necessity for each family to
belong to either ongotra or another. This was how clans were
evolved in ancient Aryan society from a sense of common
interest, common necessity, and mutual protection. In the day
time, the cattle were released from tfwras or enclosures,

and taken out to the grazing grounds for pasture. Certain grazing
grounds were used for pasturing the cattle of a number of
gotras which were common to them all. They were thus the
ancient commons known by the nameyo$tha( Tg), i.e. the

place where the cattle used to grazestandor lie down for

rest. Thegosthawas also known by the namewfja i.e. the

place where cattle were taken out for grazing. Those clans or
gotrasthat used the same common for pasturing their cattle
were known as belonging to the sagwstha which is the
meaning of the wordosthi( T8 ). The clan ogotra was thus

an aggregate of a number of familigal@s-&eT) and thegosthi

was an aggregate of a numbegofras. These social institutions
were in the nature of guilds, but their evolution was quite natural,
and there was no artificiality about them. The families included
in agotra were regarded as one large family (mahakula) under
the guidance of one leader, and the daughters and sons belonging
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to the samgotra stood in the relation of cousins, and hence
marriage in the sangbtracame to be prohibited in later times.
There was no room here for totems, andgotra was ever
named after and animal as in the case of the aborigines of
Australia and America. Eadgjotra was named after a Rsi or
seer who was originally the leader or head of the institution.

The conglomeration of a number of gosthis formgdama
(7™ ) which etymologically means “a collection” or “aggre-
gate.” In the nomadic stage of Aryan civilisation, the whole
grama or collection ofgosthismoved from one place to an-
other under the guidance of a leader who was styled Gramani
(Rv. x. 62, II; 107, 5), or leader of tlygama or collection of
gosthis When the Aryans settled down in particular areas as
agriculturists, the villages in which the varigyssthissettled
down under a common leader came to be knovgnaamsas
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i aRfada AR a R qd 98 Afema A g a a gued =
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e fet, [Qels Rl Gest, uael-asdiug], ‘uels ©’ idl
(A, 221aR 2 %I %0ld, Yarllle 4, adldl, al-l
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2L clsd Yo, urelsd yu, B (dilEs) adail, 250
e 18 L sl o A (dlBs) ueled, @R udls, 1-a
Ut 52 ddl 6lgadl, il dlsHL SRl udlsHl sedlel, Ra
w2 oelle, S, lewon, ud, sudlle Fums, Rdl asiz
was, ¥ d 9 ded 8eel sall alsd, el el Raadl,
ol dlsiel 2 50dL, Yo, deallly (Al sl sAqdlq
AlH2d, YolllB el s, 142, Adsad(q 2Ll sl
e, e, oote a9l vidlAl Azl dul, vidlHl 2uadl
ulaoidl-l Ralt, asule 54, d sild sa, &d a3z uen Aai-l
LA, Al A9 ALHLRY, AL AMLA, Y A, HI2 AL AL
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Usfaumeny 7 I=rg § d9<ay ¥ Aeaday ¥ sy W
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FRARHY W 1ol

2ig), A, el AR, (sl Al 521 UL, 20 A%
Gld 8 2 de wfule sdai »ud 9,) Guigy, 2idal,
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AU, M (UM-2g[R3U 2ol ol elan »tald
Qulrel sAUML Al AR, du vl wuaild we sudl
Gualllz, daidl »idied sto, [RaH, [Ba 244 ABL A2 d6ilEd
% qle @ (dell g a alsaauoll o). opeg A 2d
AMAL 6L ALH HIRL 42 A3 UYLl HASIR HIZ AHY AL, ¢

Tty T Ty =y W et o W feare u o fawid =
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A2 ar+{l aledl, win adl-ll AL, win asl awsdl,
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ALY, ALY HIRL VL oAU ustefl @siday il wel
HIRL 2L 4l a5t dlvll. UL HIRL 20 dstdl asidam
AL2AL. Al HIRL 2L ustel asida ALl Ag, HIRL L ustell
2 siday wll. 2ol HIRL 2L detdl asidfay wall. 1A HIRL
L ytefl 2asifay il el Wil 240 el asida gl
AR HIRL 2Lyl @siday wall. HQH] g A1

U9l YRL HIRL 2L Arlumie yal asidam il 10

TH A eI AT TR A AN TG 9 T T 9
TAEYT I W TSI o ¥ WS o W TGS9T o | Uehid vifasy o
Fafa vifay o ugfa vifay & Awfa ofag ¥ wafa wfag @
TS ITeel U TAf G 9o W Saey UsPl = o gIeyT o ° WIgyr =
o fauifag o =qfa vifay Aspfa wfay & gt o= o wefy
ITeal | Sl ITodl H oAy Ireal ASPEE 9ol § qrigl
TEETUSg hdy Gag gui o SfagaEagray Seasy
TaAgtautag 1Ll

s, 20, wid, UL, wd, ABIR, d, Ye, AR,
ol visdla, Adla, waAla, Adicdla, 2wl sisl,
dAx{ld, AR, 218, 6UR, AL, dla, Aldla, 2aidla, o,
too(l, arolla, Ao, a3diofla - (tedl Avaiziing s,
el Gaulr, el 530 531 Gaulr, clowle ([Quudl Asey ¥
491, d¥l Gaultl Hie Sg3u B, 4l L5141 IR,
id ¥HA, id WAUR, HAAHL WAUR, F WALlHS 9 o, d
yler 537U (1) AL A 1A UL 2L, adlL s 4912 Ao
HRAAL AURQAY €9, 0 vte] @Dl dl Dl Ad U ARAL e
GUILA wtef AHclrAl S, A2 A2 USIR 9 o URRUR UHRUY
oldlddl Hie € AAdl ¥ s sl i Al dal slanls
gl AH2AY Hle 9. 4.
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3T IagH AT g qe AT vifaufgy 3am:
gaaare: grafa Araut a ey ot uy At uyg
FeatH e Afeth Wewdt A aTeETHe st
TR 0T Ja7 7a=q e fuaarsTae=g 121

U Sldl gdl. oeuast Uu~l 53 dal ARl ust Y.
sl Fu-l 2gfd sl 2ucll © d [@fgdl st Hidl yedl
Ao Yol A uglar. ¢ vy [Qadla, sisaanl vy 54 ¢ s3la,
§ HYR GRUR s39l. § HYR Aeel ollg, sl HYR ALdL ddl 21el
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‘RIcU~1 2I16&EI’HI
aqulIAd ‘:USIul’

2. A, a1 = 2la-uell As 1u (Rigvedic Culture)

2l = V. S. Apte (Sanskrit-English Dictionary)

B. 3, = Gaulz 3y

ol = Benfey (Sanskrit-English Dictionary)

ML = HZ MRS (JELAAAL HIHL)

4. 1 4. = Macdonell and Kieth (Vedic Index I-11)

4l dl. = Monier Williams (Sanskrit-English Dictionary)
L = AR ((Asdui)

A A = AaHRL A3Y ([R5 2302 MNLdRS1R)

AL = AU (ELRAUAL FUAHL)

RIcU~~1 AGEL

[Ralendl AupAd olal % [Qanel Ales slamidl dlaal ©.
AMiadl 201Ul vt dlnaleids woeidl el i ol 9% d-ll
gaultt vl wUE 9. 208 Ul dd -l SlAML Y5l w1531
esH ALALS 2 BAL 5 UYA ALAE O, sleviRUL SluHi
Qeultt 2 = @dldl wuldl 64216l ©9.]

are (10, 1) vilRls, M, AAAL Alvil. [318 v Gr.
Andos (ML dL) e9di il [Agi 31 e gistalla 9.
M- T TY; el 71 G. 3. . 204 (2i1)]
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med (9,14) MMl L [3Tae viLdl Gudl. rE+are]

st (4, 1) R welli 8-,

gy (3, 19) &ldl, aLlot (eu) eyl 285 oad, (.)
[ forerd & o 3w O ST ST (ML) ; ST8Td Sreart
ETHITG W9l ar Jafa (Ul.); WH+aeH 6. . 4,
1y ()]

amard (¢, 1) AARA dal odl, sHAMel Wil ad? d
Ralazu (L), WR GdlRAIR [31r+d]

ary (4, 13) vudl, @uus, diefl () (3m+9)

ametareh (¢, 1¢) SUsHBL 2l AUA Al Wi 2R (L)

amerg. (¢, au) 53 5304 2iadd d (M), 20l

areti (3, 1) dlud scll-A garidl 2ol (2u.), A~
[&T+3H]

s (9, %) wResl aAlenizu ()

ST (¥, 2) A% A, L2l Al [SAHTOT 3 SE+IT0T
(HL.dL)]

T (¢, 10) Gau AL W3l FouHl WAIR [T =
w5 Ads s140 811 Saccharum Cylindricur.

Teae (14, ¢) il dldrlr, il dHIRAIR [T 2adl
sl A 9 -l A sei doly Slu. (MLdl) T
= i (1) TA V2A 2 A Q@ d A &S B
+ 9% 5 T 1]

wmarT-a (2, 10) Y. 28 Ad-l ddl, g dlss, ol . ooid,
ofld (6l.), i () [mereruidl, 3 e [Freds
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[alasinfl 2Aaal dl e sug Guedl.” (AL) gouud

2L T 56A 9. 2UxL [Qgldl w695 eistalla cud

ad 151 9]

(¥, 13) geir (A.), 4Rl (21.) “The Vedic smith
smelted( &A1 ) the ore in the fire; hence he is called

( &\Tg ) the smelter. Mention is also made of his bel-
lows of birds’ feathers (Rv. ix, 112, 2). He made metal
vessels g1 3@, Rv. V. 30, 15.) to be put on the
fire; even the Soma cup could occasionally be made

of hemmered metapf@rega Rv. ix, 1, 2.)" (H. 1.4.)
[l yeultt e Gudl YAl © i dui $9
aitleg Al dld. s2als M HiAd © 5 gllalRuq
‘530 el 2 IR A 9 drtl GURAL 2L 208 L)
£9. uel wifanlall ArgelA GG Yo 9 5 d gllaluq
0% o 2L Als woeHizl Al M2 A il €ld? Ales
sl dlsl @lg a2l asll otriael Al dl ¥32 Aeldl.]

(9, ¢) s @dd, 2. [@re vl

(¢, 1) Gelz (L), 35 2dd Ulst (Ldl.)

(¢, 2) vaun uzad (A.).

(3, ¢) M 20 52U (L) & 8O S Q, S0l
BIRs (ML) [F+eTH (ML) Trere ()]

(10, ¢) vidl Fal eeuysdlsui oddl (L), Wwni
O3, HALAHL 61dA, LSIAHL 61de, (ML), AMLAL
et GUR Gdet (UL) - T = dvd, %RUR ™Al A,
82 (). [T Guel (un) Aflsla 22 w2 uaie 52 ©.
Q&R AU, [FRscrl AW MINMLdRSIR, d1Rs] el
2l Yidl. T+ G. Y. 3.¢€. ()]
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fafor-sa (9, ¥; 1, 3.) udd GuR YR, dleni GUR YR

&

E

#77 =31 §

[FTr o ul. 3, 2, au. alds (L) fft = aiey]
Ak

(¥, 3) AMadue (u.) ea, e, auo, (2.)
[AvLAl JeAHE]

(¢, %) allQ, Haoll, il A4 [(2.) Y = 2158

ad (2.) W 1. Sl @v ©: ‘TR ‘Standing-place

for cows’ denotes not so much a ‘cowstall’ as the
‘grazing ground for cows,’ as Geldener shows. The
sense suits adequately all the passages of the Rigveda
where it oceurs.]

(10, 3) uqe, 2uH. W 1. 4. d4vl 9: “Zimmer tends

to regard™ as a clan, and as standing midway between
the family and the tribe. It may, however, perhaps be
regarded more correctly as an aggregate of families,
not necessarily forming a clan, but only part of a clan

as is often the case at the present &R+ (24.)]

(2, ¥) awsd (L) Becll, g, A, sast g0l s
(2.) [SEH 9o (210.)]

(¥, 2) So 52 adl Gau [gg o s:¢ll.]

(0. 1) WUl Rl ARML Med ARSHL HisdrR
(AL A @) saAdL (f.)

(3, u) 2 @R, Ul A AR [
(¢, ) aua, 2l wsllawll oou, deicdl.
(¥, 4%) ez, uell ussiz (2a) [3fsg
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(2, %) dloust usdl 3oteoll [@g Guel, 2 2 al
e dlession Yl mu 9]

(2, %) B, s yo, l2dl euot, 2usta, iz,
ML, [2AL A0% FFTT JUHL UBL Uil €9, STl it
Al [asay s8odeui vot udddl [RuH 2uHR 9.
sel1 de g-ll w12 Aol €l ]

(10, 2) 2L, eal, well. [F A S
(2, 1) G sl [fig Gurell se1]

(4, 1) eds, Hel, uu, U, 2B, (21L.)
[Blad A, 3taiz (L) aul 249 alalplsidl sddl
(uL) e dloollzu zadl (|ssida), Adoweil Adl
($R), Gwasfoial »liatelus oMl ([Reami)
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